DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

reform. Children must be made happy : there was
nothing that counted for so much in the formation
of character.1

There was constant anxiety about the health of
her second son Frederick William, known as Frittie,
who had been born when his father was serving in
the Franco-German war. From birth he had been
extremely delicate, and now it became evident that
he suffered from that obscure and most dangerous
condition called haemophilia. Pathologically, there
is missing from the blood some coagulating con-
stituent in consequence of which a mere scratch on
the skin is followed by bleeding which is most difficult
to stop. Frittie, now aged two, got a small cut on
his ear, and for two days this incessant bleeding
continued, till his hair was matted with blood.
There was fearful irritation, and the child had to be
watched day and night for fear that, when at last
the bleeding was arrested with caustic and tight
bandages, he should cause it to break out again. And
he was so boisterous when he was well, full of tearing
spirits : how was it possible to guard against some
trivial injury which would cause a further attack ?

Frittie recovered, and his mother and father,
travelling incognito to save expense, treated them-
selves to ,a tour in Italy. Princess Louis had never
been so far south before and instantly the lovely land
cast its spell over her : cypresses and stone-pines
against the evening sky, the caressing sunshine, a
glimpse of the Campagna, a fragment of Roman
architecture, an Italian contadino lounging in the

1 Princess Christian, Alice, pp. 250-253.
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